DRAKE AND THE SPANISH ARMADA  185

port tack before the freshening breeze, and, far
from waiting for the Great Armada, boldly bearing
down to the attack. With this consummate move
the victory was won.

The rest was slaughter, borne by the Spaniards
with a resolution that nothing could surpass.
With dauntless tenacity they kept their c eagle
formation/ so useful at Lepanto, through seven
dire days of most one-sided fighting. Whenever
occasion seemed to offer, the Spaniards did their
best to close, to grapple, and to board, as had their
heroes at Lepanto. But the English merely
laughed, ran in, just out of reach, poured in a
shattering broadside between wind and water,
stood off to reload, fired again, with equal ad-
vantage, at longer range, caught the slow galleons
end-on, raked them from stem to stern, passed to
and fro in one, long, deadly line-ahead, concentrat-
ing at will on any given target; and did all this
with well-nigh perfect safety to themselves. In
quite a different way close-to, but to the same effect
at either distance, long or short, the English 'had
the range of them, * as sailors say to-day. Close-
to, the little Spanish guns fired much too high to
hull the English vessels, lying low and trim upon
the water, with whose changing humors their lines